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There ha., beeu a great deal of discussion lor many
years ubout the water supply of New York city, and
chemical experts have from timo to time undertaken
by elaborate analyses to show why Croton as It Is
served in every metropolitan household might
be con .JerwJ free from vital impurities.
Much vexatious disputation hits resulted in

no satisfactory solution or termination. At
this time the <{ucstlon as to whether New York water
is the beet that can be furnished remains just as un¬

settled as ever. and the advocatoa of cither side are as

tenacious of their opinions as they ever were. The
prevailing bel;er Is that Croton water is not a* good as

it shou'd be, because of the outrageous abuses existing
all along the watershed from Croton dam at the fool
of the lake upwards. These have continued for years,
and are greater to-day, perhaps, than they ever were

before, for tbo Croton Board has been poworless to
deal with or ai>ato them, having no authority to re¬

move the slaughter houses, privies, barns, cattle yards
and sties built upon the branhes of the Croton and
Cross rivers, and all the streams that leed the principal
reservoir. Croton Lake. Day after day the inhabitants
ol the villages and townships of Putnam and West¬
chester counties, the location of the watershed, have
written letters to the Board, complaining of the shamo-
lul conduct of the factorymcn, butchers and farmers
residing in th<» region. Requests and protests have
poured into the department calling for some remedial
action, and the Corporation Counsel has been notified
by the officers again and again to proceod if possible
against the delinquents. But aftor careful examination
of the laws ho found that he could not do anything
toward effoctin* the much needed relief as the only
act relating to the matter was that passed May 7, 1845,
entitled "An act to prohibit the throwing or depositing
In the Croton Aqueduct, or either of the resorvolrs, any
dead animals or other offensive matter, or anything
whatever."
To understand the Board's position with regard to

these abusos it is ncccseary to glance at the map of the
watercourses in and around the principal reservoir
Croton Lake. The act applies to this, the aqueduct
and the reservoir at High Bridge and ejsowhere, but
tho rivers and streams that pour Into the lake from the
hills aud mountains are not mentioned; heuce, It Is
claimed, the department cannot interfere with any of
the squatters or property owners who deliberately
poison the sources ol the Now York water supply; so

they remain and increase. Notwithstanding the charges
JW«I«CT«* daily against them these fellows coolly
deny that they are Injuring tfi6 water, and have even

the audacity to say that the ercctlon of a privy on the
river bank or '.be dumping of farm and lactory filth
Into the stream is not a nuisance, much less a crime.

We shall see. Tub Nrw York Ukrald, after patiently
waiting for the department's action in inoBe cases, and

hearing the oft reiterated charges, decided to invests
gate the subject and sent one of its attaches to travel
from the dam up both sides of the lake to the mouth of
each stream, with instructions to follow it to its source

and carofully note down every plague spot, describe,
and, if necessary, sketch it. Tho task was not an e*y
.ne, requiring time, caution and the exercise of .he
most rigid scrutiny. Every inch ot ground on loth
.ides of Croton l.ako and its numerous tributaries was

travelled over, sometimes on foot, on horsebaik and

otherwise. A boat had to bo used onco or twice, and no

means or obtaining an accurato description of the
watershed and service was neglected. Wr present
herewith the first instalment ol the work am' a map of
the sections explored. It comprises that p»rt of West-
Chester county between Croton Dam and Jroton Fall£
through which rnu Cross, Croton, 'Klsc, Turkey, Cat

Bill, Cherry, Plum and a dozen smaller rivers, which

.mpty themselves into Croton Laic and the main

stream at different points through a Wretch of country
about twenty five miles square, ./round the lake, of

course, the law above mentioned b-'ing specifically rela¬
tive to abuses in that vicinit'i the infringements
are not so flaring, altioogb frequent and

bad enough to warrant decisive action. Their
principal characteristics JWer entirely from
those to be found above Cro'"1 Falls and In the immo-
diato vicinity of I,ake Gl*10'1!*, Brewster's Station
and Carmei, where ouwuses, privies, slaughter
houses and factories alm^i'l- Around the large lake,
as shown in the map, >lagn.mt water, fever and aguo
awamps, filthy drains <"1 wayside sloughs arc seen,
and on tho river bant* cattle pens and dirty yards.

IKTXaVr* WITH MX. RIRDSALL.

On Monday, No<-mber 22. Mr. Campbell, Chief Engi-
¦eer of the Crot»> Aqueduct Department, made the an-

anal inspection > the aqueduct. The water was shut off

.tstx in the e*ntngof that day, and not turned on again
wntil the roll "'n* Thursday. During tho intervening
days Mr. C^'Pbell wont through the aqueduct to ascer¬

tain whetwr It neoded any repairs. The distance trav¬
elled wa/nearly thirty eight miles from the dam to High
Bridge ""I the rf.p,|rg necessary wore not as great as

wero »iticip.ited Mr Campbell met with a serious aecl-
d,otai the conclusion of his labors, and has not been
able o come down town for some days. His assistant
Mr. Birdsall, who made the inspection of the pipes
OD>(anhatian I.-iland, told a Hxralo reporter that the
»uses existing along the watershed were the sources

c continued annoyance to tho department. The farm-
.r« and factory people above Katonah were beyond
its reach and could not be compelled to remove their
pests. The Corporation Counsel had been authorized
to push matters against them; but unless the legisla¬
ture passe 1 another act giving the Croton Board officers
jurisdiction ever the dwellers along the water-
coarse* nothing would ever be done to remedy the
fatter. He acknowledged his bellcr in the truth of the
accusations mads against the persons hereinafter
named, and raid It was well known that Croton I.*ke
¦nd vicinity -vaa a lively placo for fever and agua He
knew that the npper portion ol Croton I,ake wore a

.limy, greenish appearance, and was filled here and
there almost down to Pine's Bridge with fungi, but he
did not know whother it could be helped or not. What
was most needed now was the passage of a law which
would give the department power to remove the

privies, slaughter houses, bat factories and other things
absolutely Inicetious. Still be wished to be under¬

stood as belicviug that long before the water enters the

acqucduct It was materially freed from taint and ac¬

tually reached New York good and pure.
CROTON DIM.

The Croton Dam proper, that Is to say the dam next
lo the aqueduct at the foot of the lake just beluw i'ine's
Bridge, Is built a ross the river a little way above
Buatersvl^le, in the bend, and is the admiration of
visitors who summer at the hotel on the left bank
looking north. At this point the water seems pellucid
aad active, lulling many feet as if driven over the enr
Urn's glassy sunset- by a rapid stream flowlug down¬
ward between tbe mountains on either band. The
aqueduct's mouth Is northeast ol the dam some rod»
and built in the still waters beneath the hill where the
broad she»t, smooth and rlpplelese, washes the shore.
f!it> ver> i»i*tul.iy ul lis boicto it suggeiuyc, Tiie stif- t
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Map Shewing the Nuisances Daily Contaminating Crotcn Lake and Its Tributaries.

SOB ammmammmmm

The map presented contains the names

and accurato locations of the property hold¬
ers, or, more strictly speaking, owners of the
soil, as they are known to the inhabitants.
There exists no very accurate stirvey in dia-
gramatic form of the district; the Croton
Water Department is in possession of the

face is totally different Id color from the tumultuous
cataract and it* teething baso, which are white, and to

the casual observer pure. The bosom of Croton I^ake
wears a ereen and stagnant look not un¬

like that borne by ponds In the city, and
those so frequent higher up, or above fKatonah. Just
abovo the aqucduzt and dam the lake, through green, I*

partially clear and good water; but its shores are sedge-
grown and undoubtedly marshy, laved by little rivulets
and streams that drip, so to speak, down the lofty hill¬
sides from barns, outhouses, hog pens and farm yards,
maddy and filth-stained. Weeds and greenish stuff

abound, and the torrent, so strong In the river or prin¬
cipal feeder above, is not visible here; so that a boat

might lie upon this portion of the lake for hours with¬
out materially changing Its position, provided it did
not get into the liuo of suction immediately north of
the (lam over which It would undoubtedly then bo
drawn. To tho right and left, Insldo the beach curves,
abrupt and numerous even at this point, it might re¬
main all day unaflected by the tow and clogged by tho
water grosses so thick and abundant not many rods
from "the fall."

rROTOR MKI
The condition of Croton Lake at this season of the

year is such as to afford the spectator a fair opportunity
of forming at a glance a partially Just estimate of the
water's character and cleanliness. Indeed the use of
the latter term in this connection Is the veriest sar¬

casm, lor assuredly no sheet of water In the
rural districts of tho Slate, unlets it be
I.ake (ileneida has more filthy boundaries.
Their condition is the fruitful theme of discontented
disputation within the reach of the people, who. though
residing around the lake, are not bound or likely to
drink its waters. Not one of the Inhabitants could
be Induced to do so. They regard the liquid as

dirty, II not poisonous. Scarce one person could be
found in the neighborhood who would be willing to use
the water even for ordinary cooking purposes. Tho
hilly shores are cut and intersected by drams which
bear into the lake continually the washing suds, refuse
and sewerage of the kitchens and barn yard* along the
beach and roadsides, from the dam to the Nelson (arm
or Kip lands. At certain spots, on the western or
w hat might more properly be called the northern
boundary the country lolk complain of malaria, with
fever und ague, from which whole (amilio# have suf¬
fered during the recent summer months, and stories
are told of the savere penalties individuals have paid
lor having foolishly chosen to summer in the p<-sti'en
tial region.
To form a fair Idea of Croton Lake and Its surround-

tngs ono muni travel over its shores where the soil
will permit or the lake's surface by boat.
At the very outset an almost tnsurmount-
able difficulty presents itself in tho for-
uiation Of the former and the paucity of the icows
and shallops at this season. In the summer when the
boarding houses and hotels ars open the water 'is
dotted at even tida wittj light craft of every descrip¬
tion occupied by pleasure parties; but In Novombor
these' houses are closed, securely fastened and do-
serted, and the boats are nowhere to be found unless
one r>e fortunate enough to be acquainted with the
darakeeper, Mr. Wood, or one ol the denizens of
the Lockbart farm house*. Even from these it la
difficult to hire a skiff. There are only two roads
that can be travelled decently. One is that which
skirting the lake leads Irom Palmer'* Hotel northwest
ol the aqueduct to Nelson Brothers' land where it
diverges inland and dives, so to speak be¬
tween the hills Into (he heart of the
country and turns Its back upon the water*.
It crosses Woodbridge at the Juncture of Cross
Ktver and Croton River, the principal feeders of Croton
I.ake. The other starts from tho aqueduct on the
southeastern shore and, mounting the hill*, winds
toward Mount Kisco and Muscoot hill. On it* way to
Katonah and leaving the dam, the first which is met,
Is a rivulet, whose source is in Turkey Mountain.
wlivuyv it wuuraa UwwuwwU through the tuitocU taxi

latest, which is in no sense more complete
than the New York Hebald's. The land, as

therein subdivided under the proprietors'
names, is in some instances held by the ten¬
ants of the persons who actually own the
ground. It however retains frequently its
proprietary title, and being better known

plateaus, washing pens and pastures on its way to tho
lake, bearing ooze and inuck to tbe edge very little
more tbun leO rods from tbe hotel. At its mouth tbe
lake, for yards around, is covcrcd with a sort of slimy
grass, weeds and grconlsh stun' Intermingled wub de¬
composed vegetable matter, tbe accumulation of the'
last few months. On n warm day, especially
alter a storm, the water Is Ftafrnaut and
coated with » thick scum, which crusts
tbe line of the Harlem Railwav. A glance at tbe map
herewith published will give tbe reader a just concep¬
tion of the place. The fairest portion !s that between
the aqueduct and the Kisco River, which is bisected by
Pine's Bridge. Here, although the lako stretches out to
Its greatest width, tbe wuter, while smooth and com¬

paratively cloar, is sullied by the continuous flow of
the llttlo farm streams ihat run down the declivities on
either band and discharge their flith through the
gullies aud creeks every llitcen and twenty rods along
tbe shore. The worst of these arc found on the
northwest corner of the lake, with an unpleasant
odor, similar to that generated by pools and ponds
in which cattle and lowl flounder around the country.
The water seems motionless and heavy, and al¬
though apparently still, must mingle with that
which Is borne do wn to the aqueduct and over the dam
a short distance below. For the rivnlet empties itself
Into tbe lake with a western tendency, and tbe shore
recedes toward tbe dam and aqueduct, giving an in
cllnation thither to tbe stuff washed away by tbe
Croton. In short, there It a crcek at tho mouth of
Turkey stream, the upper side of which is tho reposi¬
tory or decayod grasses, leaves, ooze, indescribable
masse* and barnyard refuse, and tbe lower side falls
away westward to permit the same being carried to¬
ward the mouth of the aqueduct. On the opposite
lake shore, near the little white hou'se which Indicates
the aqueduct's outlet, and all about it for many rods,
the same dark green hne pervades the water, and
every curvature ol what roust be called the beach, for
want of a better term, is weed-grown, slimy, and, to
all appearance, filled with stagnant water. Ol courso
the water is not literally stagnant, since It bos a sort of
undercurrent ever tending toward the aqueduct; but
this Is all the worse since the liquid must pur through
tbe weeds and dirt ere it reaches Its final outlet

ANOTI11R POOL
fed by a drain which trickles down the hill from an
old farm house on the summit, reaches Croton about
twenty six yards above Turkey stream on the north¬
western shore. It is even more pestilential than the
foregoing, because the stuff which creeps down its
channel cannot be called water, inasmuch as It is noth¬
ing less than a thin composition ot outhouse and cattle
peu filth, sufficiently diluted with slopsan<f rain to ena¬
ble It to drop down to the lake. It is emptied into a
semicircular cove about fifteen yards in width, choked
and poisoned by rotten vegetable refuse like the mouth
of Turkey stream. It has no nam®, being ton small to
lay claim to designation. But it is by no mean* in*lg
mflcant, as it taints the wster of Croton I -ake so near the
aqueduct and cannot be considered other than a posi
t»« nuisance to denizens ol the neighborhood.
Neither is It alone in this distinction, for within eight
rods eastward is a sister drain, similar In character,
pestiferous and green, and equally tributary to the
Croton water supply of New York. Both are tinged
with tbe hne of decomposition, and each is passed over
as insignificant by the pernios in charge ol the aqueduct
as harmless and unworthy of attention. Still, though
they be evils, they sink into comparative obtcurlty be¬
side the noisome ditch passing by

¦RA ttTDK'S IIOfSB.

Surely this is a noisome bole, led by a stream of
very respectable dimensions that flows through a
sort of gulch filled with undergrowth weeds, manure,
mud and slime under a small wooden bridge
to a hollow in a bend a few feet above the
lake. In this bollow every species of rural dirt has
been tecum mulatlng and decaying for month*, no
doubt, for its bottom Is several Inches thick and is
disgustingly odorous. By pushing » cane into tlie
mess a stench is stirred up powerful enough to make one

glad to give up further explorations in that direction.
Oarbage hoe been piled up lo re to an alarming extent,
and the whole is continually subjected through the
guiuoter to Uie tlucu ol tlie tun aud th» »' the

thereunder ia so designated. The black
spots upon the face of the map indicate the
openings or months of drains leading from
the houses and shanties around to Croton
Lake. They are likewise significant as being
the places where cesspools are numerous,

plague spots frequent and deposits of veg-

water falling from the hillocks abovo. .Inst where tho
stream, after passing through the hollow, gulch and
garbage heap, meets the laku the never-ending marsh
and fen is seen; tho stagnant appearance prevails and
tho groenish scum exists. This is in the
lake, too, for many yards around. Indeed, all
along thn shore the water has no other aspect,
and here and there at intervals miserable little islands
abound. Each one of them stands .n what has all the
semblance ol a marsh; not a weed or blade of tho yel¬
lowish grass Is disturbed by the faintest ripple of flow¬
ing water, and even the drains, as thny discharge them¬
selves into the lake every few rods upon the shores,
cannot create any visible commotion in the weod grown,
slimy bosom of Croton lake. To be sure, there is a

patch on its very centre that looks clear and freo from
matter. But It washes and mingles on either hand with
the dense nuisances abovo described.

ANOTHER i'l.Aam SPOT
is that which Is bounded by an old bridge, about 100
rods abovo the line of Mrs. Hydo's house. It does not
come immediately In contact with the lake Itself. It Is
on the left hand side ef the road, looking east. It is an
old pool, several square yards in area, fed by the nu
merous ditches, barnyard drains and dikes cut Into the
slope on its western boundary. Near by
are several old barns, tho property of a small
farmer, whose wooden shanty stands about 100 leet
above. Tho hennery, hog pen, cattle yard and stablo
overlook the pool and empty their hog wash and gen¬
eral filth down the declivity into Ik Worse than this,
a wretched little backhouse is among the buildings con¬
tributing to the general wretcheduess of the situation,
ami adds its quota of refuse to the repository in the
' bridge pond" below. Now this receptacle's only out-
lot for surplus water is a small passage between the
stones or cobbles at the bridge's base, which courses
through the gleu on the opposite side of the road to
the lake, where It meets the green or stagnant water
and momentarily increases tho deposit of stutV which
mixed with the needs ana grasses there. At this point
the Croton has not the slightest claim to moving wuter
for many yards from the shore. It looks like a huge
marsh covered with weeds and leaves, and ono would
expect to find q muddy bottom. The bottom is really
gravel, with a coating of vegetable matter.

SR. TIH' BB1DGR,
as the country people coll the passage across another
stream a short way up the road toward Pine's Bridge,
.trotches over a marsh on the left hand side and an
arm of Croton Lake on the right. From this to 1'ine's
Bridge the lake shores are uot so bad. Nevertheless
they are dirty and slimy and not at all what they
should be. Just above are located near the waterM
edge a couple of homes on the banks of a bayou nearly
opposite Hon. Fernando Wood'* once famous country
residence. This bayou, or, more properly speaking,
creek, is fed by a stream that rises In Cat Hill. It is
small and filthy, parsing aa It does by, through and
under outhouses, barn yards and worse places. It Is
fall of nondescript matter, laden with dirt,
and is actually muddy. No man in the
neighborhood over dreams of letting his horse,
be it never so thirsty, drwk from It or the pondu
near it. The creek receives all the Cat Hill Elver con¬
tains of refuse, and the waters are of a dark, greenish
color, studded by little Insular patches of weeds and
leaves, sedge and vegetable muck, always Increasing
and decaying. The houses themselves are so close to
the margin of Croton Lake that it would be ridiculous
to Suppose that the slops wero cast anywhere else In
the best of weather the inhabitants are too far beneath
the road ta lead one to expect servants or any one to
carry pails or tubs up the rugged slope to the fields.
Indeed, there Is no visible receptacle for such refuse
except the bayou, which is an arm of the lake. The
laborers on the adjacent farms say that
into the laxo or drains everything is Oung,
notwithstanding the tacit understanding of
the law's direct prohibition of euch practices. But a.,

they say, "Who is to know?" and "where else can wo

put our slops?" nobody will avow that he or she Is the
guilty party, but the absence ol uny suitable places for
the reception and distribution of household garbage
leaves no room for doubt on the subject.

OPPOSITE MOt'WT EtSC* I.

After leaving 1'iue s Bridge the visitor la beguiled by

etable matter abundant. They are the most
filthy receptacles of harnyaril refuse, and in
many instances, as hereinafter shown, the
outlets of slaughter houses, pigpens and
worse places. Not a stream that flows into
Croton Lake at any point visible on the map
is free from the taints marked.

the beauty ol'the scenery. Tlio eastern shore ot the
lake Is dotted by fino houses; a large hotel, hoarding
houses and a few line country mansions. Mount Kls< o
is a splendid part of Westchester county and its sides
are watered by the river which bears it's name and an¬
other that is not endowed with any special appellation.
The dwellings are all erected on the lake
shore and tho plateaux at different points
above It. But ttiey are nuisances, because
they are not furnished with any Mwerage that does
not tend toward Croton l.ake and finally taint it. No
provision tor carrying elsewhere the liquid refuxe of
the people ran be seen. Ali must inevitably bo thrown
into the drains and small pipes which bubble down the
hillside and empty themselves Into the great reservoir
of New York and the towns along tho lino of tbo aque¬
duct. The backhouses and privies. It Is truo, are not
built near the lake; but they do stand near the
aioresaid rustic sewers. Croton Lake itself is pretty
to look at here, but a mile further up it is lull of
Islands, composed of the prevalent weeds, vegetable
matter and sedgo, which act simply as bar¬
riers to check and hold whatever may be
borne down by the Cross Kiver and Croton River,
currents from the small towns and shanties upon
their banks. Tbu peculiar formation ot the lake's
shores, east and west, lurnisbos likewise stagnant
patches and sputa that foster and generate malarious
disorders. Not lar from tho mouth of the Mount Kisco
River is one of the worst of these. Here right across
the wholo face of Croton I.ako stretch half a dosen
islands, affording no (oothold for man or boast, sur¬
rounded by stagnant green water, bordered with .
thick coating oi vegetable rottenness and overhung
morning and evening by a vapor suggestivo of fever
and ague. The paasagM between these spots aro nar¬
row and filled with every conceivable species or country
side refuse. The waters of tho lake which below seem
clear, and In some measure bright,are dense and sluggish
here. Houses of laborers lino the northwestern road and
each of them ha; its drain or rough sewer leading into
the lake. Tho people nre poor and careless, thinking
only of themselves and bow they shall gel rid of their
superfluous filth, without a thought of what becomos o£
It after they cast it into Die drains running trow tliOir
houses to the beach. Pigs, cow& chicken* and dogs
wallow, root and browse before toe doors, Soapsuds,
greasy water and slimy stufl are in abumlauce and
drip downward thero across the road, uud women do
their washing on the very bank of the lake. Any
ono passing that way, who is a citizen of Now
York and in the hubit of drinking tho Cro¬
ton water which is drawn from this place, ia
not likely to be filled with exalted respect for
its chemical purities, despite all that may bu said and
written about the good cttect a long course through the
great pipes may have upon it. Tho shores are as dirty
sr they can be in this vicinity. Water closets aro built
near the houses, a rods ;>i most from the lake, and
tho yards, pens and fronts of many or the houses are

aogKy and ankle deep with vile mutter.
ON RUHR'S LAND,

as the country people designate that part of the baso
of Mount Kisco nearly opposite the capo known a* the
"Nelson Boys" and Lotkhart'a property, tho water is
more repugnant than any before mentioned. It is fed
by (our small streams, tainted In the usual manner,
and wear* a dark, pestilential aspect. Indeed, it
looks like a great marsh rather than a lake, and
one would think It more worthy <ff the former
than the latter title. Mose Sutton has a houso hard by
and the shore looks very uninviting Tne lake is cov¬
ered here and there with a scum similar to that found
In the coves and croeks so numerous along the shores,
and it would be diflirult to propel a boat satisfactorily
over its surface. Right opposite, on th« l.ockhurt and
Nelson tarms, are several stuail houses. One ol them
is occupied by. John Butler and his family. He works
as a laborer tor his daily bread, and has been In hie
present residence for some time. Tho Hmum> reporter
met him in front or his shanty, which stands on the
len hand side of tho road leading to Woodoridge, and
hatfa conversation with him relative to the character
ol the placo and the water directly in front of his house.
He said that he had never made a
greater mistake in hts life than when he camo
to reside «u tht batiks of Crotou Lake. His wife and

children bad not enjoyed a moment's h'alto fr< m that
hour The water they were obliged to driok was bad,
drawn a* it wua from the spring or atream winch waa
a ah<>rt distance from his house and on tin* hillside
above it The lake itself at this point, and, in hi* judg
mrut, for some miles around waa poisonoja. It was
little more than a marsh, maJariuis and
stinking. Bis wife and children bad been laid up with
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all summer and fail, and although bo hud not been
takeu down with it nimself he Bad never felt well
since Urst he had the misfortune to put bis toot
In the "cursed 11 lace." Me could notuflord to mors
away until spring, because he waa too poor, bat be
might as well, for all the good he w*s able to do, owing
to the expense entailed upon him by tho 111 health
ol bin family, lie knew that the place w is ono of the
worst in the country, notwithstanding that it wm the
buaslcu Croton Lake tbat fed New York with water.
Me would cot drink any of it for the feo suable of tbo
house In which he thru lived. Me coa!<l not say tbat
oilier person* in the neighborhood suil'ered >x lip had
done, nor could he tell w hether they had been stricken
witb any of the malarious disorders of the region; but
he supposed that waa because tboy had been rused tliero
and were accustomed to the atmosphere. At a.I events,
there was good reason for the condition of the lake.
"You see, sir," ?aid ho, "the whole stretch of water,
or whatever you like to call It. from this to Wood Bridge,
is little better than a marsh. It is full of miserable
wewl hanks and stagnant water. Of course, the water
ruiis down to the aqueduct and dam, but if it does it
dooRn't seem to budge. Then, again, look at all th»
dirty Uttle drains and streams that flow Into it every
few rods and the filthy muck which must settle in and
arounu those weedy islands. Not one of them is good
for anything. 'ih»y are choked bore and there with
siuif that comes down the hills from Bedford station,
Bedall's Mills and every shanty and farmhouse along
the stream. I am going to get out of it as soon a* I
can. aud 11 never do a day's good until I do. Crolou
Lake, indeed I fine water the people of
Now York got out of It, ii they
only knew it." This conversation took place
within fall view of Pine's Bridge, winch is only a little
more than one mile from the mouth of the aqueduct,and a short distance above tho hotel, boarding bouses
and tine residences on the southeastern ?hore of
Croton l.aku. The man's statement was borne out byhis own unpenrance. Mo looked like one who waa even
then a Victim to lover and ague. Mis lips were blue,his '.aci* livid, and he dragged his limbs alter him ay
one would win, bad Just risen from a bed of sickness.
Neither h« nor his wtfe bad ever had the fever and aguebetora they had cotnc to Croton Lace, alid he waa ouly
too willing to leave it if he could.

WOOD UBIDCK.
Fiom the group of islands to Wood Bridge, nearly

opposite 10 Whitlock station, on the Now York and
Marlem Ruilroad, Croton Lake runs but a short dis-
t-nnco. It is of the same character until tt reaches the
junction of the Cross an 1 Croton rivers, its head waters
or principal feeders. There, ol course, owing to tno
rapidity of the current all these imperfections disap¬
pear only to be met with, however, at K.itonuh again.
At Katonah the Cro.^s River winds round a south¬
westerly direction aud on its banks ara built 'naiiy of
the houses of that village. Tho water loses its char¬
acter here and becomes. in placcs, greenish and poor
again. Naturally enough, drains and rivulets, tainted
with the filth of dwelling?, How into it and help to
desiroy its purity. But it is our present purp<)aa to fol
low up tho lino of tho Croton Kiver, on which are to bo
found tho worst instance- of nuisance, occasioned by
the erection of privies and slaughter houses on its very
banks. The river uurrows above Katonah and become*
nothing more than a country stream of respectable
dimensions winding through meadows, between hills,
around farm yards, led now and again by drains into
which are poured daily If not hourly the cleanings of
stables, pons and houses. It is an active, swiltly (low¬
ing current between Katonah and Purdy's station,
receiving at Gulden's Bridge station a fresh imparity
from tho dirty waters of the little mill stream that
ruDs into It at th s point, and also from a dirty little
dike such as tnipht and may have boon cut to dram
the lands about it known as i'ltun Brook. At Purdji'a
station, however, tho Croton River ia subjected to a
now trial, winch, while it may not be directly a posi¬
tive nuisance, is partially such.' This is a "condensed
milk shop" or factory. It is knowu hero
only as ''Mows' Condensed Milk Shop," and
while it Is doubtless a model of Its class in
cleanliness and uot actually on the banks of tho Croton
Kiver, it contributes in no small degroe its quota of
refuse and dirt to infect tho stream From this point
to Croton Kalis.a couple of miles higher up the road.
tho river serves the farm yards and cattle us it does all
through tho county, and is led by innumerable rivulets,
which are nothing more or less than drains or sewers
for tne lew houses along their sboros.

WIUTLOCK'H SIUUGHTKR HOfBK.
At Croton Fallsjierhaps one of the worst samples of

these abuses is found. TheCroton Kiver, which, as ha*
boon said before, is tho main tributary to tho great
reaervoir whence is drawn the water which is drunk in
tno city of New York by hundreds of thousands who
innocently believe that it Is the purifiod flow of many
springs rising in the mountains of Westchester aud
Putnam eounties, wends Its way down a g iitly sloping
bod. skirted on either side by low, marshy meadows,
footing steop hills or banks surmounted by farm
aud squatters' dwellings, toward Purdy's station,
where is the condensed milk shop ruled by
William Hows. At the lalls, however, one of
the most poisonous pestholes stands.Whitlock'a
slaughter house. It is situated on a low promontory
which juts out into tho water course, interrupting itn

fwssage and checking its tendency southward. Thia
ittlo capo, akin to tbe many others before doscribed,
has (or inundation a few roots, troo slumps and gravel,
and has by naturo been made nothing morn than a
kind of repository for vegetable manor and general re¬
fuse washed from the outhouses and privies and borno
thither by the bubbling waters of tbe streamlet to (a*.
ter and decay In the hot summer months under the
sun's rays tbat pour down between the mils all day
long. In one foetid mass it lios just on tbe water front
of Whitiock's slaughter house, and Is saturated daily
by tho ooze and drip from tho hog pens and blood
shoots rising gradually above It. The result Is that the
waterside is nothing less than a swamp of decomposing
and decomposed tilth, laved by the ever current river
which bears momentarily onward toward Croton Lake
particles of corruption and muck to poisou the liquid
and Impair its drinkers' health.
Nothing can be more easily understood th \n a dia¬

gram, ao an accurate ground plau of Whitloek'a
slaughter houses ot. the river bank at Croton Falls ia
hero furnished

This group of wooden buildings stands about twenty
feel above tne river with their yard* and drains upon
and dripping down the short s1ojh» to the river * A is
the slaughter honao and small a Is the door through
which Uwi blood is allowed to flow from the sla n

beasts; 1> Is the slope from the slaughter house to the
river filled with dune, dead calves almost putrefied,
hides, morsels of ofl'nl and other rofuse; B la shogpen
well stocked; K is the slope on which the brutes wal
low and flouudor: K Is the river that washes away
the filth and blood It is continually receiving,
aud by the capo that holds It and forms the bnsis of the
slough there *ii*tlng. Now a ^ord or two of descrip¬
tion. The slaughter house is built on the summit ol a
sharp declivity, about twenty fret from the margin of
the river. It has a board flooring, roughly laid and fall
of Interstices opening on to the side of the slope, and
on there the animal stands or is laid to be killed When
tiia fatal blow la struck and the blood of tho beast flows,
it oozes between the boards and drips down the side ol
Wis eminence, where are Also other beaata awaiting the
knife, huddled together, fetlock deap in their own and
other animaia' manure. In the hogpen and enclosure
reaching to the water's edge, pigs grunt and wallow,
and in the adjoining close were piee«* of dead kln«,
old jaws and heads stripped of their hides and a dead
calf, stinking and scarcely rocogm?ahie. Now,
Ml it remembered, every rain washes this horrible
stuff into the river, and every sunlight renders
It more disgusting. Care has been taken to cut hui<
drains through the mass here and there to insure thst
It will be carried off into the Croton Kiver and down¬
ward toward Purdy's station and thence to Croton
Lake. The slope from the buildings lo the nvei
was simply a manure hcip. soggy with blood and
topped by rotten flesh. Tho promontory ana water
around It were stained with blood, the stones of a dark
crimson dye and the shores around covered with de¬
cayed vegetable matter of as indescribable hue Over,
by and around tbece putrid thing* the water gurgllngl)
passed onward to Croton Lake, a lew uulea beta*


